I like spring best of all seasons. Many people like spring best, but my reason is that all the
things look full of life in spring and that makes me excited. And the excitement enables me to
have the will to try anything new. For example, | started Chinese last spring and now | have
become very interested in Chinese culture. And this year | am planning to learn French,

thought I don't know | can manage.

I love my hometown, Kyoto. Kyoto is surrounded by mountains and has many streams
singing here and there, which | enjoy more than | do Beethoven'’s “Pastoral” symphony. It is
proverbially said that Kyoto has the countryside in it, and though it is difficult for me to know
what it really means, Kyoto is not only full of nature and quiet but has lively shopping malls

and areas of pleasure only within ten minutes’ bus or subway ride.



If my family were to win ten million yen in a lottery, | would suggest that we should use the
money to rebuild our house into a barrier-free housing. That's because | want to live with my
grandmother, who has been in hospital since last summer when she broke her leg. Though she
doesn’t want to be in hospital any longer, it is rather dangerous for her to live in our house,
which is old and unsuitable for using a wheelchair. If our house is made barrier-free, we'll be
happy to live with my grandmother, and it may also be convenient for my parents when they got
old.

| believe that competition in society is necessary, or even indispensable. Some say that keen
competition, especially in education, corrupts modern society. Indeed, competition that is too
fierce can be harmful, but what will become of a society without any competition at all? No
competition would lead to laziness and vice, and eventually to collapse of the society. In a
competitive society, the harder one works, the more one gets. Fair and open petition keeps
society active and democratic. (79 words)



After graduating from university, | would like to tray a couple of different jobs. With the
economy as it is, there is no need to rush into a career, and just making enough money to
support myself is enough for me right now. Besides, by taking temporary work, I can travel to
other countries. | would like to travel to different countries and maybe learn more about the
people who live there. You are only young once, and this is a good time to experience things
before one has to give up one’s freedom.

If | can take only one thing with me to a desert island, | want to take an encyclopedia. Life
on the island will be very monotonous and may drive me mad. But | will be able to amuse
myself by reading some of the great many articles in the encyclopedia. Besides, it may give me
some intellectual pleasure even though the knowledge is useless for living there. 68 words



If you want to make good friends with others, you have to reveal your true self to them. If
your friendliness is only on the surface, they are aware of it and will not be your close friends.
You say you have more than 300 “friends,” but you don't trust them. How can you expect them
to give you advice when you have a problem? Actually, you don’t have to have so many good
friends. Good friends are ones who trust each other and are always considerate to each other.

I quite agree with what the writer says. There are many Japanese people today who tend to
think that being able to speak English is the most important thing in today’s global society.
However, as the writer says, | believe that we have to preserve our national identity in order to
become a truly internationally-minded person. Unless we preserve our own culture, how can
we respect other cultures?



(cell phone, mobile phone)

| think that cell phones have made the world a much easier place to live. | waited a long
time to get one, while all my friends had them. But as soon as | got one, | knew | would never
go back to life without one. | love being able to contact anyone whenever | want. It makes it
extremely easy to meet up with friends when | am out. | think it is also important to have a
cell phone for emergencies. On the other hand, some say cell phones are just antisosical and
they hate hearing them ring in restaurants or movie theaters most of all. On this point, |
agree with them because it is very rude to talk on a cell phone for a long time when you are
around other people. It is as if people with cell phones are always trying to talk to someone
other than the people they are with.

(1) My least favorite school subject is math. there are several reasons for this. First of all, |
am not very good at it. Second, I find it to be boring, because it is very cute and dried and
doesn’t allow me to use my imagination. In math, there are only right and wrong answers with
nothing in between, and in addition, | find that math has little relation to my daily life.

(2) My favorite school subject is world history. | really enjoy learning about other people and
their cultures, history is very exciting to me, therefore. | am also able to realte certain events
in history to my own life and the world I live in. It is interesting to learn about the past and to

see how we have evolved over time. When | study history, it is almost as if | were reading a
novel or watching a movie. (151 words)



